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Ba=We are now_: forwarding bills for subscriptcbn;
§t., due this Offices by letter, with the hope that the
amounts will be vematted without delay.

The Public Lands.

in regard to the public lands in the new States und
‘Territories, or, indeed, in any of the States, where they
lie in any quantitics, there are some considerations to
which we think it proper to call attention. In the first
instance, they are the property of the General Govern-
went, acquired either by cession from some of the origi-
nal members of the confederacy, as in the case of the
Southwest and Northwest Territories East of the Mis
sissippi, or by purchase from foreign powers, as in the
case of the immense tract West of that river, and known
as Louisiana, acquired from France, or in the more re-
cent instance of our acquisitions from Mexico. In either
or any of these cases, the title to these lands is vested in
the General Government as fully as is the title to the
custom house in Wilmington, or the fortifications at
Oak Island. There are no restrictions in the deed of
cession, nor are any asserted to exist in the treaties with
foreign powers, heyond or outside of the reuirements of
the Constitation.

Thus, then, these lands are property—Government
property—to he managed and disposed of as property.—
With regard to this management or disposal, there are
certain things tn he considered : Firet, the equitable
principle that all property should bear its fair propor-
tion of public burdens. North Carolina has the power
to tax every dollar's worth of property within her bor-
ders, unless where she voluntarily waives that right.—
Suppose, however, that it were otherwise—suppose that
a large portion of her soil was owned by a non-resident
proprietor, and that that soil—that property—was ex-
empted from her power of taxation—not bound to bear
any part of the burdens of her government, or contrib-
ute anything to the development of her resources.—
Would that be exactly fair? Would not North Caro-
lina have reason to complain? Now, that is precisely
the position of the States and Territories in which the
public land lies. The General Government is an owner
of property in these States and Territories—so far as the
action of these States or Territories goes, it is a foreign
proprictor. Its property is not subject to the otherwise
sovercign power of taxation. Yet, that property must
be benefitted by the organized governments for the sup-
port of which the property of all other proprietors is
taxed—its must be enhanced in value by the publie im-
provements deemed necessary for the development of the
resources of the State or Territory. Since the power to
tax does not legally vest in the local government, the
appeal is to the sense of justice of the nntaxable pro-
prietor, in plain terms, to Congress. Minnesota, for
instance, has organized a State Government, and goes to
work to make her improvements.  She taxes Bill Jones
and John Smith, private property-holders, for all the
purposes of Government—public works included.  She
comes to one great, public property-holder, Mr. Uncle
Sam. There is his property within the limits of her
sovereignly. That she cannot touch, and yet he will
receive as large a proportionate benefit as either Smith
or Jones. She passes her law and compels Smith
and Jones.  She goes to Congress and osks Uncle Sam,
a property-holder in Minnesota, through whose lands
Minnesota Improvements will pasg, to do his share as
well as Jones and Snith. It appears to us that there is
an equitable cluim upon Uncle Sam as an honest props
certy-holder, to bear his due share without shirking.—
That he should do so is the principle contended for in
all the land hills,

The second eonsideration is one of policy—the “ pru-
In defence of this policy,
it is contended that, waiving the question of justice and
equity altogether, the Congress of the United States,
acting as the proprictor of the public lands, proceeds
strietly in accordance with the rales of “ prudent proprie-
torship” in granting lands in alternate sections for works
which bring the whole remainder into market, and ena-
ble them to he disposed of at prices which yicld a larger
and prompter return in revenue than could have been
realized from all, bad such grants not been made, and
gueh works not been constructed. This is purely a ques-
tion of policy, and it is reasonable to suppose that the
General Government, like nearly every Government, gets
gouged considerably at fimes, ag she would bhe even if
she did not try the experiment. We think the policy
has sometimes been a bad one,—sometimes a good one.
1t always costs the Government more for everything
than it would do a private corporation, while it costs &
corporation more than it would do a private business man.
We do not wonder, therefore, if at times, Messrs. Smith
and Jones have driven pretty hard bargains with Uncle
Samuel.

Thus far with vefcrence 1o the duty and the policy of
the General Government as a land-holder—a  possessor
of property within the bounds of organized local govern-
ments.  'We come now to her constitutional obligations
to the States, ol which she is the creature,—the agent ;
by whom she was called into being,—from whom she
derives all her powers, and outside of, or beyond whose
grant she possesses no power whatsoever, while within
that grant her powers are clear and indisputable. The
constitution of the United States distinetly lays down
the rule that no money shall be drawn from the
Treasury but in consequence of appropriations made by
law. It is also certain that Congress can pass no law
contrary 1o, or unauthorized by, the grant of limited
powers made by the constitution.  'Where would Con-
gress find in the constitutton any authority to pass a
law for taking money out of the Federal Treusury for
purpose of distributing it among the States? The Gen-

dent proprictorship”  poliey.

eral Government was not erected for any such purpose.
What function of the General Government is to be pro-
moted by taking money out of the Treasury and distrib-
uting or giving it away? None. Then Congress has
no right to appropriate any money in the Treasury for
any such purpose, because such purpose is foreign to the
intention, and beyond the scope of the powers conferred
by the constitution.

Upon the whole, the once favorite hobby of a distri-
bution of the proceeds of the sules of the public lands
was found to be too easily run off its legs to allow it to
be useful in & long jaurney. Not even the popularity—
the prestige—the tact or the abilities of Mr. Clay him-
self, could keep the spavined jade on the track. It was
too plain for argument that there was no one branch of
the delegated powers of Congress under which appropri-
ations could be made, to take money out of the Federal
Treasury for no Federal object, direct or implied. The
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the public
lands was virtually abandoned as untenable. Some folks
sudden'y woke up one morning with a new revelation.—
They would not ask for the proceeds of the ssles of the
public lands. They would simplify the matter and get
around the constitution at the same time by asking for
the lands themselves! Immense discovery! Profound
constitutional acumen! Pitiful jugglery! Shallow
subterfuge! And some of these Columbuses of the con-
stitutional and financial sworld call themselves Demo-
crats !

‘What do the public lands represent, and how were
they acquired? Were not the lands West of the Mis-
sissippi—the lands of the Louisiana purchase—bought
primarily with money from the United States Treasury,
appropriated by Congress? And farther, has not money
been taken out of the same Treasury by Congressional
appropriation and paid to the Indian tribes for the ex-
tinction of their titles? Is not money constantly taken
out of the Federal Treasury for the survey and protec.

tion of these lands? Now, is it not the hight of ab-
surdity to say, that although it is unconstitutional for
Congress to levy taxes, collect revenue, and appropriate
money for purposes not contemplated in the grant of
power made by the States to the Federal (rovernment,
it can still take this same money, buy and mansge lands
and give them away in a manner equally at variance
with the intent and meaning of the Federal compact.—
Of course the same reasoning will apply to the more re-
cent purchase from Mexico.

But it is said that, after all, the public lands are no
longer a source of profit to the Federal Treasary. 'l‘h.ia
may be so-—we rather think it is correct. But nc_ither is
the Post Office Department a source of profit.  On  the
contrary, it is an annual charge. But who will argue
that, thercfore, the revenues of the department should be
dsstributed among the States, while its expenses remain
a burden to be defrayed by taxation? Suppose we dis-
tribute the lands, or give warrants for them to the States,
which is ubout the same thing, the cost of their acquisi-
tion has fallen on the Federal Treasury—the expen-
ses of their protection and management must con-
tinue to fall upon it, and money must be raised
by taxes upon the articles we consume sufficient to
meet these expenses, to do which the proceeds of the
lauds themselves will be no longer applicable.

The latest avatar—the freshest revelation of the
advocates of distribution in North Carolina, is the letter
of Duncan K. McRae, ksq., addressed to Wm. F. Dan-
cy. Esq., of Edgecomb county, in which lett(:'r Mr.
McRae states that, « having no political aspirations to
gratify—baving voluntarily yielded an honorable office
into the hands of the administration, and being altogeth-
er desivous of devoting myself entirely to my profession,
I am enabled to communicate with you [Mr. Daney] in
entire frankness and sincerity.”  Although attacking in
this letter the position of the Democratic party of North
Carolina, Mr. McRae scems now to think that the na-
tural and inevitable result of his course—a result which
must have been foreseen, compels him to take the stamp,
and have politicul aspirations. Surely, when Mr. Me-
Rac wrote this letter, he must have expected that it
would elicit strong animadversions from the Democratic
press of the State, although he now throws himself back
upon this inevitable fact to justify or excuse his taking
the stump—we are compelled to think as a candidate.
We leave this matter to be explained as best it can—
we have no merely personal censures to pass—we have
no merely personal uttucks to make; we simply state
the facts as they exist. Mr. McRae has announced that
Le is to take the stump, commencing next week at Golds-
boro’, ussigning as a reason, the necessity of defending
himself from the attacks of a portion of the press—attacks
which his own course invited, if it did not provoke.

While Mr. McRae occupies this position on one hand,

let us turn to another portion of his letter, and another
part of the field. Towards the close of that letter, he
eays :— For my own part, I wish some practical farm-
er, # Democrat, would take this issue in hand, and ap-
peal to the people upon it.”  Now, while papers from
one quarter bring us the announcement of Mr. McRae's
appointments, those from another bring us tidings of
Mr. Walter F. Leake, the “ practical farmer,” having ac-
tually « taken the matter in hand,” »nd appealed to the peo-
ple of Angon upon it, in a speech recently delivered by
him at Wadesboro’. These be queer things to plain
men—they look rather like there being political aspira-
tions somewhere. They do not look like that disinterest-
od missionary zeal that secks the good of the human
race without fee or reward. Our disinterested political
philanthropists—our self-forgetting propagandists of dis-
organization are not so plenty as some folks would per-
suade themselves, and try to persuade others.
But let this go for what it is worth. Let us turn to
the mlh_i:rct-muticr we have in hand. Let us examine
the new proposition brought forward by Mr. McRae, on
{he grounds of expediency or plausibility. We have
already diseussed the relations of the General Govern-
ment, as o landed proprictor, to the organized communi-
ties within whose civil jurisdiction the public lands lie—
we have considered the « prudent proprietorship” policy
__we have discussed the right of the General Govern-
ment, or of Congress, to make appropriations of money
or donations of property for purposes neither within the
letter nor spirit of any of the powers conferred upon it
hy its creators, the States. Setting all these considera-
tions aside for the moment, let us proceed to examine
the plansibility of Mr. McRae's scheme, which we give
in his own words, as follows :

What then do 1 propose ¥ T propose that Congress shall
withdraw all the public lands in the Territories from sale
for ten years; to issue land warrants in sections and quarter
sections, &c¢., to the governors of the several States accor-
ding to their federal population, for two hundred mittions or
thereabonts, the number still remaining undisposed of in the
land States, perhaps two hundred and ifty millions—which
warrants will be subject to sale like the soldiers’ land war-
rantg, and located when sold by the purchaser. This plan
will get rid of the difficulty about one sovereign holding
domain in the limits of another, and about the taxation of

these lands by the States in which they lie, for the title will
remain in the general government till the location.

The Treasurers of the several States will hold the warrants
in market, and no new officer will be needed. By this means
immigration will be contined to the States, and our popula-
tion prevented from scattering over the wilderness. Thus
the necessity of expensive territorial governments will be
avoided. The larger expenses of the Department of the In-
terior may be reduced ; and what is of vital importance to
us, the present near equilibrium of the Senate will not be
disturbed by the ¢outinued introduction of free States.

1f it be said that so much land thrown into the market will

hecome worthiess, 1 reply snch is not our experience. The
soldiers’ land warrants always commamded fair prices, and
sold readily. 1 do not remember the precise amount sold in
about five years, it could not have been much below one
hundred millions, and during the same time railroad com-
panies were selling largely ; and the general government
also. T think about twenty-seven millions of acres were sold
in two vears of Mr. Pierce’s administration ; at this rate, it
would not require ten years to sell the whole, Besides, no
State would be disposed to sacrifice its warrauts, for if they
could not be sold at fair prices, they could be held as a fund
to meet the States’ indebtedness, and thus the credit of the
State would be preserved and her bonds kept at par; while
at least enough could be sold from year to year to make a
valuable sinking fund.
The government will still have left twelve hundred mil-
lions of acres in the Territories' to meet jany exigency, and
long before this is exhausted we shall probably have acquir-
ed as mmch more.

By such a distribution I calculate North Carolina would
receive from twelve to fifteen millions of acres. This sold at
even a dollar an acre will yield enough to pay her debt, to
double her echool fund, and then allow for extension of rail-
roads three or four millions of dullars.

This, then, is the new scheme, planved to get rid of
still another difficulty, that about one sovereign holding
domain in the limits of another, and akout the taxation
of these lands by the States in which they lie. All this
is to be avoided by keeping the title in the General Gov-
ernment until they are located.

How many expedients the distributionists are forced
to resort to to get rid of difficulties! First, the distribu-
tion of the proceads of the sales of the public lands was
brought forward, but abandoned as untenable—there
was a slight « difficulty " to be got rid of—that difficulty
existed in the constitution, and under some shape or oth-
er the same difficulty interferes with all the adroit
schemes that have been launched. Then came the
scheme of dividing the lands—divesting the United
States and investing the separate States. We think we
have shown that this scheme was equally objectionable
with the other, and, besides, an additional and practical
“difficulty '’ was discovered, that to get rid of which,
Mr. McRae brings forward his new bounty land-warrant
scheme. Somehow, these “difficulties” remind us of
the old sailor’s account of the « little diffickilty” that the
Bengal tiger had with the black cook of the Indiamapn
on board which he came 8s a passenger. “He had a

little diffickilty with the cook,” said Jock. “ How was

that 7” asked the Middy. “ Why, you sce.” replied
Jack, “ the tiger scemed to be a sort of pet with all
hands but the nigger cook, and rather liked being taken
notice of, but the cook he couldn’t stand—he alway got
mad when cookee came acar hiscage. Cookee did want
to scrape acquaintance 1monstrous bad, for all that ; so,
one day, whe thought the Bengal looked particular qui-
et and good humored, he opened a hole on top of his
cage, and poked something down 0 him on the end of a
spit or something, leaning with his head at the hole—
Quicker nor lightnin old Bengal clapped his paws on
the back of the nigger’s neck, where it joins his head,
and tore the head right off the body, which tumbled back
on the deck dcad. That was the diffickilty the tiger bad
with the cook.” The * difficulties” in the way of the
distributionists are equally fatal. Indecd, Mr. McRae's
expedient to avoid this lust difficulty, throws h'm back
upen another even more serious. It throws him back
upon the position of a distribution of the proceeds of the
sales of the public lands ; for if the title remains in the U.
States until the location, then it is United States pro-
perty that is sold, it is United States money that s re-
ceived without legal appropriation made or any Federal
object promoted.

Say that there are two hundred and fifty millions of
acres of public lands unsold in the States—does it thence
follow that these lands can all be sold for the sum of one
dollar per acre. The experience of the General Goveru-
ment justifies no such assumption, nor docs it justify the
assumption that one half even could be realized.

There is such a thing as graduating the price of the
public lands, according to the system vow in operation,
the wisdom of which has been endorsed by every Presi-
dent who bas remarked upon it at all. Lands in the
market for a certain number of years and unsaleable are
offered at 75 cents per acre ; still longer in the market,
they are offered at 50 cents ; longer again, at 25 cents;
and finally at 1215 cents. For years past ibe vumber
of dollars received into the Federal Treasury for lands
has not more than half equalled the number of acres of
land actually sold. It is said that land-warrants sell
well. So they do. At least they sell, but these war-
rants are for any portion of the pubiic domain not pre-
empted or otherwise taken up. They are for the_ pick
and choice of all the lands in the States or territories.—
But suppose that, instead of being thus, they were

for the lands as they come: say that war-
rants arc issued for two hundred and fifty
millions of acres, for all the lands within the

borders of the present States, a few millions might be
sold at something like cighty cents an acre, but after
awhile—alfter the pick and choice had been taken, there
would be a coming down from the magnificent figures of
sanguine speculators. It is easy to talk about two hun-
dred and fifty millions being sold in time to pay our debts
and build our railroads: But it is not so easy to prove
that it can be done. This is actually more public land
than has been sold—given away, or otherwise disposed
of since the formation of the government. We are asked
to look at the rate according to which lands have been
taken up during the last few years of extravagant specu-
lation. We do look, and we do see and feel the results
of this mania—the country has felt it. Long years must
elapse before any considerable demand can be expected
to arise. If we wait for that to build our railroads or
pay our debts, Lord help the creditors, say we. How
much would the late crisis have been intensified had any
such scheme been in operation !

In 1853 the Secretary of the Treasury stated the cost
of the public lands up to that date ai $74,957,879 38,
money paid out of the ¥ederal Treasury directly for the
purchase and management of these lands, and this has
since been augmented by the sum of ten millions to
Mexico for the Gadsden purchase. This does not include
anything for territorial governments or military protec-
tion. The interest on this sum is over five millions of
dollars, exceeding greatly the nett anaual average realiz-
ed from this scurce. If these lands or their proceeds
are given away, it will just amount to a tax on the
Federal Treasury for no renumeration and for no pur-
pose authorized by or contemplated in the grant of
powers made by the States.

Let us lock at the thing in the light of history. At
the time when the original States, or what had been
colonies, achieved their independence, the:r claim to all
the lands within their bounds was never once called in
question. If Virginia, North Carolina and other States
ceded lands then useless to themselves, it was their own
voluntary act—an act of patriotism certainly—for the
purpose of strengthening the confederacy. An act the
very opposite of that so furiously advocated by some
men of the present day. The new States do net claim for
themselves what was assumed as an inherent sovereign
right by all the original States, the right of ownership or
taxing power over all the lands within their sovereignty,
but they ask that the Federal proprietor of lands shall
do like uny other proprictor—hence the great outery
raised.

We by no means assent to the tone of depreciation of
their own State adopted by the distributionists. North
Carolinians are, per capita, richer than Illinoisans. The
credit of North Carolina stands higher to-day than that
of Winois, aund ber ratio of tuxation is leas.  She has not
been stimuluted into speculative extravagances by the
illusive prospects of sudden gain. Her resourees are
great, and she will develope them without being a pen-
sioner of the Federal Government,at the cost of tariff exac-
tions, ealculated to increase the real evil under which she
labors—that of commereial dependence upon the North.
If her population has increased in 2 less rapid ratio, it
has not arisen from the want of public lands, but from
her different and more limited basis of labor. The slave
labor of the South is restricted within the limits of na-
tural increase, and no healthy superstructure can be
raised disproportioned to the busis upon which it is ex-
pected to stand, But is she less virtuous or less happy?
Who will assert it? We would not change her condi-
tion to-day with that of the boasted North-West.

We might comment upon the inconsistent course of
politicians claiming affinity with the Democratic party,
and yet affiliating with its most bitter opponeuts, in
their efforts to sow dissention in its ranks, by the advo-
cacy of a policy which that party has over and again
denounced as unconstitutional. We might point to the
position of the treasury, which renders such a scheme at
the present time simply ridicnlous, and its advocacy a-
vailable for no end but that of agitation for personal ad-
vancement, but we prefer to argue the guestion upon its
own merits, appealing solely to the judgements of our
readers.

« North Carolina Bank Notces Not Recelved #lere.”

A gentlemun recently arrived here from the North,
via Baltimore, the Chesapeake Bay, Norfolk and Ports-
mouth, inforni: us that the above announcement stares
every passenger in the face who goes to procure his
ticket at the ticket-office on board the steamer « North
Carolina,” of the Bay Line. The line has certainly a
right to refuse uncurrent money if it chooses, but why
this insulting placard—this contumelious diserimination
against North Carolina alone of all the States in the
Union? That in a boat named after the State, this tacit
insult to every North Carolinian should be so ostenta-
tiously paraded, is surely strange.

We like the Bay route—we have ever found its offi-
cers clever, gentlemanly and accommodating. We have
always advised our friends to take that route as the most
pleasant, and we now ask them to remove this offensive
notice, which is doing much to prejudice their line with
every citizen of the State.

Exrtra Teram.—An extra term of the Superior Court
of Law for this county, commences its sessions here to-
day, His Honor Judge Person on the bench—the Court
is to hold for two weeks in order to dispose of the ac-
cumulation of causes which encambers the docket.

an article headed “ The Old Line Whigs,” in reply to
some remarks of the Wilmington Herald. With the
general issue between the Hewald and Observer, if an
issue be made, we have nothing now to do. We simply
refer to the article of the Observer for the purpose of ex-
pressing our dissent from one of its statements, which is
contrary to our recollection of facts. The Observer
says :— It is, however, a well-known fact, that most of
those former Whigs who voted for Mr. Buchanan, had
already left the Whig party and joined the Know No-
things, as the American party was then called. Look
over this State, for instance, and almost every prominent
case is of that deseription.”

Now, about here, we know the case to be different.—
There were gentlemen, formerly members of the Whig
party, who had at one time joined the Know Nothings,
who left that association and subsequently acted with
the Demoeratic party, and voted for Mr. Buchanan, but
nine-tenths of the prominent gentlemen who joined the
Democratic party here had been Old Line Whigs, and
bad never gone into or sympathised with the Know No-
thing movement. We need not specify individuals or
quote namesg, but the fact is so, and known to be so.—
We presume it will hardly be questioned by any one
acquainted with political movements in the town of
Wilmington.

Now for the State at large. Let us cite the first in-
stances that oceur to us—certainly among the most
prominent :—James W. Osborne, Esq., Paul Cameron,
Esq., and Hon. Daniel M. Barrenger. None of these
gentlemen had ever joined the order. None of them
could have been persuaded to join it.

There was a sort of affair at Baltimore, calling itself
Old Line Whig Convention, gotten up to ratify and
strengthen the Know Nothing nominations. In that
affair the senior Editor of the Observer, and some other
gentlemen, claiming adistinctive Whig character, partici-
pated, making little capital, and producing less effect by the
operation. But the majority of prominent Old Line
Whigs who went for Mr. Buchanan, had never seen the
inside of a Council room, nor could have been persunaded
into the role of humble endorsers of Know Nothing
movements or nominations.

The E;lmheth City Democratic Ploneer.

We regret to notice the bitterness of spirit which is
displayed by the Elizabeth City Pioneer of the 19th
inst. This bitterness is turned against the members of the
Democratic State Executive Committee, and is evoked by
the selection of Charlotte as the place for holding the
next State Convention. Wedo not object to the Pioneer’s
disagreeing with the Committee as to the expediency of
that selection-—we have no right to object. But with all
due respect to the Editor of that paper, we say distinet-
ly that he has no right to impugn the motives of the Demo-
cratic citizens composing the committee. As a member
of that committee—the humblest member we admit, we
feel that our course as a Democrat—yes, our humble
but faithful services to the party, ought to have placed us
beyond the reach of such imputations. The other mem-
bers of the committee are too well known to requiresde-
fence from us. We must feel assured that Mr. Godwin
wrote his article npon the convention hastily, and that
his cooler judgment and better feelings will alike con-
demn the precipitate censure into which excitement
may have hurried him.

Now let us state the real difference between Raleigh
and Charlotte to all persons East. In time, the differ-
ence will be just one day. Attendance on the Conven-
tion at Charlotte will necessitate an absence from home
of just one day more than would be required were the
Convention held at Raleigh. As return tickets will, of
course, be issued on the North Carolina Rail Road, the
whole additional expense will not exceed seven dollars.
If this effectually prevents Eastern members from being
present, then all we can say is, that we have always been
mistaken in our estimate of Eastern members. We
think the Proneer is mistaken—it has not fully examined
the subject. We beg it to look into the matter care-
fally.

There is another feature in the remarks of the Pioneer
which conclusively indicates the want of due considera-
tion, It intimates or hints at a threat of want of sup-
port to the nominee of a convention held at a point of
which it disapproves. Surely, this comes with a bad
grace from a Democratic paper, circulating in a district
which already supplies the State with a Governor and
United States Senator. Surely, the first district ought
to be the last to complain that its claims, or the claims of
its citizens, have been overlooked.

‘We have attended State conventions since 1849, and
recollect well that, on more than one occasion, when
a business committee was to be formed of two from each
district, it was found impossible to obtain even one com-
mittee-man from the extreme Western district. We have
frequently seen gentlemen from the West passing through
Wilmington on their way to Raleigh. Indeed we recol-
lect on one occasion that two Western district were
unrepresented.  We don’t think it anything more than
right to give the Western people a fair showing.

We really expeet to see the Pioneer itself going in
strong—we expect to meet its editor there, and to like
him too; and furthermore, we expect to see a gallant
representation from the land of Bragg, Biggs and Shaw.

When disorganizers are openly lending their influence
to our more open oppouents to break down the inflaence
and organization of the Democratic party, we hardly
think that good and true Democrats ought to play into
the bauds of these disorganizers, by the display of a cap-
tious spirit on a mere matter of detail.

Mititary Evection.—At a meeting of the “ German
Volunteers:” held on the 21st inst., for the election of
officers, the following gentlemen were chosen :

C. Cornehlson, Captain.

J. ;. Bauman, 1st Lieutenant.

H. Vollers, 2d do;

H.G. Hashagen, 3d  do.

A New Morro.—Our neighbor of the Herald keeps
the word « Plunder” standing at the head of its Edito-
rial columns. 1t must have quite an affection for it.
The Two Votes In Kansas on the Lecompton Cou=

. slltnt!on.

Sr. Louts, Jan. 20.—A dispatch received here from
Kausas, signed by F. P. Stanton, gives the vote of the
2Ist ult,, in this territory, as 6,500 for the Lecompton
constitution, and that of the poll of 4th inst., as 10,000
against it. The first vote it will be recollected was
taken in accordance with the requirements of the con-
vention which framed the constitution, the latter only

under the subsequent act passed at the ext ion of
the Legislatare. 3 i

The Kansas Election.
St. Louss, Jan. 20.—The Democrat has Kansas let-
ters to the 14th. The returns of the first election were
opened by Mr. Calhoun and Governor Denver on the
13th inst. The vote stood “ With slavery” 6,063 ;
“ w:thpo:ﬁc eglgver_y" .5,0356. Of the total vote 3,562 votes
were m precincts containing only al 000 i
i oy p g only about 1,000 in-
The result of the last clection on the coustitution were
uot counted. Smith the free State candidate for Gov-
ernor received 6,238, and Marshall, democrat 6,530.—
Parrott, free State, for Congress 6,623, and (arr, dem-
ocart, 6,568. The Senate stands :—Free State men 13;
democrats 6. House—Free State 29 ; democrats 14.
Calhoun declares that he will not close the count now
but will receive other retarns, although the time allowed
has expired. The Tertitorial i will provide
for another constitutional convention.

Apprehensions for the Ariel
N]:: S;t';ng, J%%—Tne Bat;nuhil. Ariel i8 out
over twen urope, Berious prelm-
gions are entermmy? for her safety. »

. Missing Steamer Aricl.
New Yorg, Jan. 21.—The steam..: Ariel left South-
ampton, Eh:il:'dd on the 31st ult., since which time she
bas not been from. She has one hundred passen-
gers,a large and valuable cargo, and a heavy English and
continental mail, also one thousand pounds in specie on

The
: g

, Obscrver, in its last issue, has

e S — T —

An Appeal._Union Free School.
During the latter part of the year 1856, a School” House
was built in the rear of the Ffth street M. E. Church, by the
contributions of a few of our citizens, to be used exclusively
for a free School. On the first of May last, it went into op-
eration, closing on the 1st of August, having had an average
attendance of sixty Scholars ;—it opened again on 1st Octo-
ber, «nd still continues, having a large number of scholars.

The school is open to admission for all indigent children,
priority given to those residing in the district. The School
House is a fine, commodious building, fitted with many mod-
ern improvements, and capable of accommodating one hun-
dred scholars. Books of all descriptionsrequired are also
supplied gratuitously.

From the very marked improvement exhibited in the chil-
dren, since the commencement of this school, we believe
that large numbers will avail themselves of this opportunity
to lay the foundation for future usefulness, and we cannot
but anticipate great results from its success,

Ho far, this undertaking has been sustained by a few indi-
viduals, upon whom it has borne heavily ; and we now call
upon the public to assist in & work so deserving and calcu-
lated to do so much good. The estimated expenses for the
present scholastic year of ten months is $450, of which about
$350 remains to be provided for: there isalso a debt of some
$250 yet unpaid, requiring some £600 to pay the debt and
continue the school. Without this assistance, it will be clo-
sed at an early date, & result which will be a serious injury
to the children, and u sad disappointment to the friends who
have thus far supported it.

We appeal to our generous citizens to help us.  We invite
a thorough inspection of the school, and either member of
this Committee will visit it with amy citizen desiring to do
s0. Without the aid called for, it must fail :—its benefits are
already vigible ; its future benefits cannot be too largely es-
timated. The want of a free school where the poor white
children of our townmay receive education has long been felt,
and it certainly should not be suffered to stop for the want
of the material aid—so insignificant in amount, but absolute-
ly necessary for its perpetuity. - Any contributions left at
tie Store of Messrs. Browne & Anderson, will be ackuowledg-
ed and kindly received. THE COMMITTEE.

Town papers viewing the object with favor, will please
copy.

Thirty=Fifih Congress— First Sesslon.
WasHiNGToN, January 20, 1858,

SENATE.— A large number of memorials and petitions
were presented, which were referred to the appropriate
committecs. Among the number was one by Mr.
Brown, from the trustees of the public schools of the city
of Washington, praying a grant of the public lands in
aid of common-school education in that city; also, a
petition from citizens of Georgetown, complaining of
the Long Bride across the Potomac as an obstruction
to the navigation of that city.

On motion by Mr. Davis, a resolution was adopted
requesting the Secretary of the Interior to communicate
to the Senate the report of J. Ross Browne, special
agent of the Indian Department, on the late Indian war
in Oregon and Washington Territories.

After other morning business, the Senate resumed the
consideration of the special order, and Mr. Hale con-
cluded his remarks in opposition to the Lecompton con-
stitution. Mr. Harlan having obtained the floor, the
farther consideration of the subject was postponed until
Morday next ; and, after the consideration of executive
business, the Senate adjourned.

House or RErrEsENTATIVES.—After the introduction
and appropriate reference of a large number of bills and
the passage of sundry resolutions, the House went into
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union,
(Mr. Bocock, of Virginia, in the chair,) and resumed
the consideration of the President’s annual message ;
the question being on agreeing to certain resolutions
referring it to the standing committees. After consid-
erable discussion, the committee rose and reported the
resolutions to the House, and they were agreed to,
together with one referring so much of the President's
message as relates to the construction of a rail road to
the Pacific ocean to aselect committee of fifteen.— Union.

Wasnincron, January 21, 1858.

SENATE—The Committec on the Public Lands re-
ported back the Homestead bill, which was made the
special order for the 8th of Feburary. The Committee
on Military Affairs reported a bill to increase the army
by adding men and companies to each regiment, except
artillery, instead of increasing the number of regiments,
A call was made on the Secretary of War for estimates
of salaries due to the Florida volunteers. Mr. Doolittle’s
resolution, giving a medal to Commodore Paulding, for
arresting Gen. Walker, was considered, and was under
debate when this report was closed.

House.—The Committee of Ways and Means report-
ed the fortification, naval, civil, legislative, executive,
Judiciary, and appropriation bills. A bill altering the
time of holding the Courts of South Carolina was passed.
The Committee of Ways and Means reported a bill
to supply the deficiency in the public prin-
fing, stated to be now due, for paper
alone, amounting to $170,000. The Senate bill, exten-
ding the time for naval officers, who were aggrieved by
the retiring board, to make application for restoration
to the Tth of April, was passed.

Wasningron, January 22, 1858.

SeNaTE.—The Senate was not in session to-day.

House.—A resolution was adopted to enquire into
the expediency of making Baton Rouge a port of entry.
An ineffectual effort was made to adopt a resolution call-
ing on the President for correspondence to show how fax
the Mormons are in a state of rebellion to this govern-
ment. The House then went into Committes of the
Whole on the Court Claim bills. Mr. Billinghurst made
a speech in favor of the Pacific rail road. A motioa to
adjourn till Monday was lost.

From Havana—U. 8. Frigate Wabash.

NEw Yorxg, Jan. 20.—The steamer Black Warrior,
from Havana, witl dates to the 15th, has arrived.

The Spanish squadron sailed on the 12th for a craise
in the Gulf of Mexico, for the benefit of the health of
the crews.

It was rumored (but generally discredited) that Santa
Anna was on board, and that the fleet was bound for
Vera Cruz.

The U. S. frigate Wabash arrived at Havana on the
I5th, with Anderson, the filibuster, and forty men on
board.

The weather was warm and business of all kinds was
dull. Exchange on New York, short time paper, 5 a 6
per cent. premium.

The Warrior brings $80,000 in specie.

From Washington.

W asuiNeron, Jan. 20.—The War Department has
asked Congress for an appropriation of $1,224,000 to
pay for 4,880,000 rations for subsisting the Utah expe-
dition for 20 months, from the 1st of July, that amount
being required for 5,606 soldiers, 200 women, 300 ser-
vants, and 1.894 employees, an aggregate of 8,000 souls.

The sergeant-at-arms of the House has dispatched de-

uties for witnesses to appear before the several special
ivestigating committecs.

The Senate in executive session to-day confirmed the
remainder of the naval nominations made pursuant to
the recommendations of the navsl courts of inquiry.

From Washingten,

Wasnisoron, Jan, 21.—Oue of the deputies, of the
gergeunt-at-arms of the House hus started for the neigh-
borhood of Fort Snelling, and three others in different
directions, to summon witnesses for the various investi-
gating committees.

Capt. McIntosh has received preparatory orders, and
will go out in the flag-ship Colorado, to take command
of the home squadron.

The President has issued a proclamation for the sale
of a very large quantity of the public lands in Iowa in
June and July next, at the various land offices in that
State. Some of them lie on each side of the line of rail-
- Th

e Secretary of the Treasury has appointed Albert
Blaisdell superintendent of cous{ructioupll":; the new cus-
tom-house at Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

It is contemplated by the War Department to dis-
patch Lieutenant-General Scott to the Pacific coast for
the purpose of organizing a force against the Mormons
from that quarter.

9 The bill Egtm}iuﬁdiln the Sen;te to-day by Senator

svis provides for adding to cach regiment of dragoons,
cavalry, infantry and ml;gn’wd riflemen two full compa-
nies, and increasing the number of privates in each com-
Fany.of the entire force serving in the field or at distant
rontier to a number not exceeding 96 men, Also,
for an addition of fifteen assistant surgeons to the present
medical staff

Great Fire.

Harrrorp, (Coxy.,) Jan. 23.—The building owned
by Willis Thrall, in this city, and occupied by several
manufacturers, was burned night. Loss $100,000.
It was the largest fire that has occurred here in twenty
years. Many persons were thrown out of employment.

Hox. Davip 8. Rein.—A letter received in this city
yesterday from Richmond announces the tgying fact
of the continued improvement in t.hebmﬂ.ﬂi this dis-
tinguished gentleman. He is still, however, confined to

his room. He to be able in the course of ten days
to proceed to W' , and resume the discharge of
his duti¢s in the Union, 24th inst.

il

e
NEW 8, Jan. 19.—The steamer Fashion
arrived here from Havana, and was seized by t.heUniht;
S_tntea_authontm in of her recent connee.
tion with the Walker expedition,

Advices from Texas state that the shipping at Gg.
veston was much damaged by the recent gale.
Decision Against an American Vessel in a Forelgn

New Yorx, Jan. 20 CO'I?B?F h
] , Jan, 20— rench pa -
er America, report that the court intheﬁ?tﬁeteﬁwlm.
lision of the st-amer Lyonnals and the American bark
Adriatic, rendered a decision against the latter, cop.
demning the captain to pay damage and cost.

Kansas Electlon—Official Returns.

St. Louis, Jan. 21 —The Democrat publi :
ﬁpial returns of the recent Kansas elegﬁonﬁvget?:re
signature of Governor Denver, as follows : Coustitution
“ with slavery " 6,143 ; “ without slavery " 5,069. At
the election of the 4th instant all the free State officers
were clected by an average majority of 415. The Senate
stands 13 free State men to 6 democrats ; the House 29
free State men to 15 democrats. The majority against
the constitution at the same election was 10,220 the al.

leged frauds in Oxford, Shawnee and Kick ing
picicm apoo being

Houn. H. W. Davis on the Newspapers.

In the report of Friday’s proceedings in the House of
Representatives ap some remarks of Hon. Henry
Winter Davis, member from the City of Baltimore,—~
We extract the following sentences:

**For his part he held the newspaper press in utter con.
tempt. He stood in terror of no press and no combination
of them, and were they to make direct charges against him
he would take no other notice than to hold their conductors
responsible for libel. His reputation and that of every other
gentleman in the House was enough to look in the face the
whole combined press of the country., When charges were
made in the newspapers only he did not hold them worthy
the rlignitl-)" of the House to be the foundation of an invest].
gation. But here was a different case. Men of responsible
character made the charge from their investigation of the
the bouks of one of the merchant princes of the country,
and that was adequate foundation for the investigation.”

The editors of newspapers will feel very sorry when
they read the above,—very sorry.

It reminds us of an aneedote :  When William Penp
was Governor of Pennsylvania, in company with a friend
he took shelter from a storm in the shop of a comb
maker. The man was a violent, foul-speaking man, and
conducted himself with such impropriety as to draw up-
on him a rebuke. He was very indignant and with ay
air of great consequence, informed his visitors that sure-
ly they did not know who he was. “ I am a justice of
the peace !’ said he. The comrade of the Governor qui-
etly remarked, as he pointed to Penn, “ my friend makes
such things as thee.” If Mr. Davis has cut his teeth, he
will be able to make the application and to profit by it

Meantime it is superlatively silly for him to speak as
he hus spoken. We need not go beyond the very paper
from whose eolumns we have taken the above extract to
convict Mr. Davis of a gross libel. The word of the
editor of the National Intelligericer will pass where the
name of Mr. Davis has not been heard. The most ex-
trav t remark of the most reckless editor can searce
equal in uncharitableness and injustice the above utter-
ance of Mr. Davis. We do not know what the press is
to do unless they hold a meeting and vote the “utter
contempt” mutual.—Alexandria (Va.) Sentinel.

Tue True StyLe or Hoors.—A Lapy’s OPINION.—
A lady in the Newburyport Herald says :

So, we will say a few words on hoops. Don't call us

a bear, fair readers, nor throw away this paper in dis-
gust, for we are not about to join our brother knights of
the quill in their crusade against crinoline; but Don
Quixote-like, we will espouse the cause of distressed dan-
sels, though we “ face a frowning world.” We herchy
add an article to our confession of faith. We believe iy
hoops. Mind, we say hoops, plural number. Deliver
us from that abominable, single, hog-head hoop, which
many ladies wear about knee high, showing its entir
shape, through a single flimsey skirt, dragging down by
its weight the dress to the shape of a cone, while the
part of the skirt below the hoops flaps, winds and reefs
around it in every wind that blows. Not much improve-
ment is the addition of one or two other hoops, unless
they are graduated in size according to the height of the
wearer and covered by skirts of sufficient thickness to
hide the skeleton, than which nothing could be more
hideous, unless it were a veritable skeleton from the
grave yard.
"The only skirt that looks uniformly graceful is that
made of a series of rattan, whalebone or brass hoops, ex-
tending from the waist to the fect, gradually increasing
in size with that graceful swell that gives to the dress
the airy contour of a blue bell ; preserving that golden
mean in regard to circumference, that modesty unt? good
taste will ever dietate. The hoops in in this skirt should
be so near together that they will lose their individuality,
and “ make no sign” underneath the thinest summer
dress ; for herein lies the advantage and whole philoso-
phy of the hoop movement, inasmuch as it allows one
skirt to give that fullness and grace which has hitherto
been attainable only by a half a dozen.

After all, the genuine crinoline is the thing, which, us
its pame imporfs, is a kind of bair cloth which by its
own innate virtue, without the aid of hoops, will preserve
its elasticitﬁ and inflated character, without the awk-
wardness that at times is inseparable from its humble
imitator. The expense is the only objection to its gen-
eral adoption, which, for the ladies’ sake, we hope may
be soon removed.

Suar. WE Have A4 Heavray Svmser 7—As old,
almost, a8 the English language, is the quaint adage
that “ a green Christmas makes a full churchyard ;" and
like most of these old adages there is enough truth and
science in it to keep it afloat on the steady tide of Time.
It is natural that any violent reveérsal of the aceustomed
laws of nature, or the vicissitudes of the seasons should
produce, sooner or later, evil effects upon public health ;
the human constitution having been vontrived for the

urpose of existence under and in obedience to these
aws, and in accordance with the regular revolution of
the scason. Experience, so far as that goes, certainly
shows that those seasons are the healthiest which are
preceded by the least unusual weather ; that a whole-
some summer is naturally preceded by an  ordinary cold
winter, and 80 on.

It is not unnatural, therefore, that the very marked
mildness of the weather this season should excite remark
and anxious inquiry as to the hygienic prospects for the
year. It is in order that the doctors should be over-
whelmed by questioners who want to know whether the
coming summer has a chance of being moderately healthy,
or whether or no we shall have the yellow fever when
the hot weather comes.

It is doubtful whether any one, in or out of the fucul
ty, can prediet an cpedemic with anything like respecta-
ble accuracy. Still, there are some facts patent wand
palpable, from which any one may draw deductions—
It is obvious, for instance, that yellow fever is on a p-
riod of increase, that it has not—as supposed last sun
mer—reached its climax, begun to decline. It is now
raging at Havana, a very nnusual occarrence at this
time of year. It is in active operation, and peculiarly
virulent, at Rio, Para, St. Thomas, aud the other South
American and West Indian ports where its visitation
has been usual. When the summer comes, it will, with-
out doubt, advance northward to its old haunts. Las!
spring everybody expected it here ; everybody was dis-
appointed. It may be doubted, however, whether 1t
usually advances regularly, in consecutive years ; thert
are reasons for believing that it often passes over a you
in its progress, and re-appears the second” summer, 10
continue its desolation. Under the cireumstances, thm:r;!1
of course nothing can be said as yet with even a plausi-
ble appearance of certainty, it would not be utterly pre
posterous to look out next June for another visit from
terrible “ Yellow Jack.” )

There are persons who look to see the green Christ-
mas rev by a visitant from another quarter. It
has been calculated that the movements of Asiatic chol-
era arc regulated by a fixed law, according to which it
ought to come among us this summer. The law is, 10
say the least, purely conjectural ; as in boys’ mathemat-
ical calculation, as much allowance must be made for
« foreign disturbance " as for the operation of the law
itself. ~ But its re appearance in Europe last year was
ominous.—N. Y. Herald.

Cuaxce oF Circumsrances.—The praetice of sclling
out paupers to the lowest bidder—or rather of putting
up at auction the undcrlakit:ge for their su ;‘)ortﬂ-stni

revails, it seems, in some of towns of e. 'The
]E)tnm.l Intelligencer, of Gardiner, in that State, calls at-
tention to the sad case of Parker Sheldon, a few ycars
ago one of the most prominent business men of the Stat®.
widely known and highly respected, several times a men:-
ber of the Legislature, once a member of the Executiv¢
Council, formerly collector of the port of Bath, and tht
first mayor of Gardiner after it became a city. In ¢!
age, and reduced to second childhood, his bodily aud
mental powers exhaunsted, and his y all gone, he

is now a tona BEIgl ing town, and
was lately disposed of at auction to the lowest bidder [T
his support.

Stare Boyps.—We learn from Pulaski Cowper
Esq., t for the sale of bonds for the Atlantic and
North Oarolina Road, that bonds are selling here at 98-

The latest sales in New York was at 931¢.—Raleigh
Standard.




